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Mayor Rick Kirkpatrick called the regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Lime Springs to 
order in the Fire Station as Voting was taking place in the Community Center on November 5, 2024 
6:30 pm.  

Member(s) present:  Jeff Burnikel, Jennifer Kalstabakken, John Heisler, Mike Leverson, Richard 
Cottrell 
City Employees:  Kendall Fox (Public Works Director), Jane Tibbals (City Clerk) 
Visitor(s):   Jill Tibbals, Jeff Siegenthaler,  Scott Osmundson,  Ed Hampe, BJ Fritcher, Sandy Heisler, 
Eddie Miller 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE recited.  
Agenda: Heisler motioned to approve the Agenda, previous month’s minutes, bills & financial reports. 
Kalstabakken 2nd. All 5 voted Yes. The Agenda, October 1 Minutes, Bills & Financial Reports Approved.  
Fire Dept:  Fire Chief Scott Osmundson, reported 0 calls for October. He reported Devan Gates, new 
firefighter, already has Fire Fighter 1 training. Fire Chief asked Kendall, for clarification of the Fire 
Hydrants’ status on Willard Street. Scott understood that these fire hydrants were not be used. 
Kendall responded that it may depend on time of day when water usage may be lower in the area 
North of Jackson, including Clark & N Miller Streets. Kendall continued that in an emergency, these 
fire hydrants are available, however note that a water main break may happen again in these areas 
due to old water mains, and due to different sizes of  water main pipes. Council requested Kendall to 
get costs of replacing these older and smaller water mains. It was also clarified that these lines are in 
the boulevard and it was estimated on Willard Street of 300 to 400 feet. Casey Sebastian can help 
trace where the water lines are as well as condition of these lines. Drew Weber, City Engineer will be 
contact to help with estimates.  
Library Board:, Eddie Miller, Library Board Chair,  presented the Library Board report. He reported 
the children’s Halloween Movie was held  Oct 7, the Halloween Cake Decorating had 8 entries, scary 
stories on the 21st had 3 children attend. Adult Bingo was held the 19th, Spring Ahead Day Care 
brought 20 children for trick or treat. Children’s Halloween party was held the 30th. Dogs’ nails clip 
and dog chip was held Nov 2. Lego program is coming up on Nov 8. Patrons served for Sept was 147 
Town & 146 Country. Cottrell asked what was found out on the City’s liability insurance for the 
Library, has he has volunteered to change the current lights to LED. Jane checked with Tom at Cray 
Insurance and he reported that State Code states that licensed electricians are required for any live 
electrical hookups in City buildings.  Cray explained that Cottrell is covered under the City’s liability 
insurance for the job/role as Council person, not for electrical work.  His electrical work would be 
covered if he could be hired as an independent contractor and Cottrell had his own liability insurance. 
Cottrell stated that he used to be, but is not currently a licensed electrician. He then asked if Kendall 
could/would change these. Kendall responded that he is hired by the City for maintenance, and 
changing light bulbs and ballasts is maintenance, but removing ballasts for LED changes is more 
involved.  Cottrell stated the LEDs don’t save that much, but the LED bulbs last up to 50,000 hours, 
so don’t have to buy the bulbs as often. Sandy Heisler, Library Board Vice Chair, stated that she just 
wants all building maintenance to be done above board. Mayor stated that City can clarify what 
Kendall can do according to City insurance. Cottrell asked if Kendall did the changes, would the 
Library be charged and Kalstabakken confirmed that Kendall’s time would be charged to Library. 
Cottrell stated if going to cost the Library anything, then to forget it, as no cost savings. 
Community Center Board: presented a pay raise for Kim McKenzie, who cleans. Cottrell motioned to 
accept the Resolution 11052024-1 for a $ .50 raise with Kalstabakken 2nd. All 5 Voted Yes. Motion 
approved for pay rate of $ 15.50 an hour from $ 15.00 an hour to be effective October 14, 2024.  
Park & Rec Board: BJ Fritcher came before Council, representing St Paul’s Lutheran Church. The 
Church discovered they were still listed as owners of the land used by the LS Ball Field. She presented 



687  11/05/2024 Page 2 of 3 
 

that most of the infield is still the Church’s. The Church found a long term lease signed between the 
City and Church back in 1979. The Church is offering the real estate used by the LS Parks for zero 
dollars if the City will pay for surveying, attorney fees and filing the paperwork. The City currently has 
liability insurance coverage on the area. Mayor & BJ will meet at the property and then Mayor will 
contact City Attorney.  
Public Works:  Kendall Fox, Public Works Director, asked if Fire Dept had any decision on City Fuel 
Tanks and Leverson answered that Fire Dept tabled fuel tanks for now. Street Lights on Main, still not 
working.  City is waiting for electrician to obtain a power pole to mount additional light. Kendall asked 
if a light could be put on the Library building. Council asked Kendall to get the 3 unlit lights working 
again for now, by running a separate wire and then check to see if additional lights were needed after 
that. Mayor asked if additional pole could be added in Kitchen Park and Burnikel mentioned that 
there is quite a bit of foundation in that lot. Burnikel stated need to fix these lights so can add the 
Christmas Lights.  Kendall has not approved the building permit for Tammy Tienter’s dog fence, as he 
has questions. Olsgaard was suggested for fixing the blower and the check engine lights for the City 
Truck. Currently the fan doesn’t work at all, so no defroster in the truck. Kendall presented Iowa 
Pump’s quote to rebuild an ABS pump for the Lift Station at Casey’s. Quote is for $ 6,571.22 to repair. 
Council discussed if should get a pump replaced or rebuilt. Kalstabakken motioned to accept the 
quote for repair unless a new pump is under $ 10,000. Leverson 2nd. All 5 Voted Yes. Kendall reported 
the West Well’s casing has a hole and this is causing pump to slow its pump rate per minute. He 
contacted Northway and Upper Iowa Beef to coordinate times when the repairs could be made while 
UIB is at lower water usage needs. He found out that the lab in Waterloo is open weekends and the 
required bacteria samples can be drove there with turn around result time of 18 hours. UIB needs a 
week notice to schedule and City is now waiting for Northway to give their timelines. Northway 
recommended when pulling the pump, to switch the line from 4 inch to 6 inch. Increasing the 6 inch 
will mean increasing the horsepower of the motor. Kalstabakken motioned to increase to 6 inch with 
Burnikel 2nd. Kendall confirmed that he has been working with Drew Weber on these options. All 5 
Voted Yes. Motion approved to switch the line to 6 inch. Kendall to get a quote if a submersion would 
be a better option as changes are made. Kendall ordered cement pad for new generator to be added at 
East Well. $900 estimated for cement, Council felt that gravel was sufficient for propane tank, so 
cement may be less. Burnikel reported already has propane tank ready. The high water alarms are 
now calling for both Lagoon & Lift Station. The alarm order still needs to be changed. Kendall reported 
the current sander needs to be replaced, as is over 10 years old and gears are rusted. Jane reported 
this was discussed last November. Kendall presented 2 quotes of $ 2700 & $3,000 for used ones. 
Leverson stated that City equipment needs to be kept clean and rinsed off when done using. At least 
once a month was suggested. Leverson asked if just lifting up the backend of the City Truck would be 
sufficient and City Employee, Jeff Siegenthaler, said that the bed liner would prevent the sand/salt 
from sliding down as well as no control of spread. Heisler motioned for Kendall to buy a used sander of 
up to $ 3,000. Kalstabakken 2nd. All 5 Voted Yes. Motion approved for Kendall to buy a used sander of 
up to $ 3,000. Jeff S asked Council to consider trading off the current City Bobcat and put money 
towards another truck. The Bobcat is not equipped for Winter driving as no doors, no heat and not big 
enough to haul sticks. Leverson suggested trading off Bobcat and getting another Side by Side instead 
of truck as plastic wears better as it doesn’t rust. Leverson also suggested buying a 12 foot aluminum 
trailer and hooking that up to Side by Side. Trailer could be used for other hauling as well. Cottrell 
asked what about getting an electric vehicle as there may be grants available. Heisler said that a 
pickup would be cheaper than a bigger Side by Side. Leverson went on to say that he didn’t know the 
current Bobcat would be used in Winter anyway when it was bought, more of a Summer vehicle to 
haul weed whippers as easier to get in and out of.  Bobcat was also purchased as a potential 
replacement for Flower Watering vehicle, but it was agreed that it is not heavy enough to haul water. 
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Council did say that if a replacement could be found for less money, then they may consider a pickup. 
Kendall reported Lead & Copper had been submitted with still about 25-30 not responding. Jane 
stated that the next step is to send letters to those that marked lead, galvanized and not responded – 
letters by November 15. It was clarified that lead & copper reporting are the lines even for those that 
are not currently using water, including empty lots. It was reported grants were submitted for both 
Tree Removal and for Water Meter change. The grant status should be known before end of December. 
The changes for the Water Meters are adding the end points so that they can be read electronically 
using the Beacon software. Jane reported the City’s Water Usage Permit was increased to 75 Million 
Gallons per Year from 50 MGY. City received violation notice due to that as of the end of Sept, City was 
at 57 MGY. Even tho the change was done on-line, DNR has to approve the permit, which may take up 
to 45 days, so we continue to be in violation until then. Jane will write letter back to DNR explaining 
increase in in process. Burnikel motioned to renew the annual Public Water Supply Operation Permit 
with Leverson 2nd. All 5 Voted Yes. Mayor signed Public Water Supply Operation Permit. Cottrell asked 
what can be done regarding a house with someone living in, but no water turned on.  Sewer would still 
be operational. Cottrell asked if this needs an ordinance change, this brought up the discussion of 
those in City limits that have their own wells. Ordinance changes can be reviewed later. Resident in 
question will be asked if they continue to live there, that water needs to be turned on.  
DNR & SRF: Drew Weber sent message that he is waiting for DNR to approve the changes of adding 
Miller Street before City can start to take bids for road and bridge project.  
Budget: Council scheduled Budget Work Session for November 19 at 5:30 pm. The entities will be 
asked to present their projects and wish lists. Last year, entities were asked to submit their final 
budgets to Jane by  January 15. Kalstabakken also suggested to do Jane’s & Kendall’s employee 
evaluations at the same meeting.  
Annual Financial Report: Leverson motioned to approve the AFR that was sent for publication 
November 8 with Kalstabakken 2nd. All 5 Voted Yes. AFR approved as submitted.  
Liquor Licenses: Leverson motioned to approve Liquor Licenses for LS Tap & Casey’s with Heisler 2nd. 
All 5 Voted Yes. LS Tap & Casey’s Liquor Licenses approved. 
Pickar & Oulman Tenant Parking on Main Street: Council asked how parking could be enforced 
even if this would be feasible. Main Street is a public street, so request is denied. Cottrell stated that 
parking by clinic makes it hard to see around the corner. This was been discussed before and again 
the enforcement would be hard due to habit, this is a bad corner. 
Howard Co Sheriff request for monetary donations for drug education in the schools: Council 
said that due to unknown if new sheriff is going to continue this as well as not known if City can make 
donation of City Funds for this type of program. Council says no. 
Other:  Kendall gave update on cameras purchased for Tree Dump. Further investigation found that 
these cameras can only be operational with a prepaid cell phone plan of around $ 45-50 per month 
per camera. City purchased 4 cameras. Jane presented a different type of camera that can be used 
instead. Council asked Kendall to try to get cameras to work without a phone plan, as the plans only 
bring the view to one’s own phone. Try to use the cameras similar to a trail cam with taking the SD 
card physically in and out to view. Leverson asked why some trees have white mark on them. These 
trees were marked for the grant, so that like trees could be bid for removal.   
 
Leverson motioned to adjourn with Burnikel 2nd. All 5 Voted Yes.  Meeting adjourned 8:31 pm.  
 
  
    
Rick Kirkpatrick, Mayor Jane Tibbals, City Clerk 
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Kalstabakken 2nd. All 5 voted Yes. The Agenda, October 1 Minutes, Bills & Financial Reports Approved.  
Fire Dept:  Fire Chief Scott Osmundson, reported 0 calls for October. He reported Devan Gates, new 
firefighter, already has Fire Fighter 1 training. Fire Chief asked Kendall, for clarification of the Fire 
Hydrants’ status on Willard Street. Scott understood that these fire hydrants were not be used. 
Kendall responded that it may depend on time of day when water usage may be lower in the area 
North of Jackson, including Clark & N Miller Streets. Kendall continued that in an emergency, these 
fire hydrants are available, however note that a water main break may happen again in these areas 
due to old water mains, and due to different sizes of  water main pipes. Council requested Kendall to 
get costs of replacing these older and smaller water mains. It was also clarified that these lines are in 
the boulevard and it was estimated on Willard Street of 300 to 400 feet. Casey Sebastian can help 
trace where the water lines are as well as condition of these lines. Drew Weber, City Engineer will be 
contact to help with estimates.  
Library Board:, Eddie Miller, Library Board Chair,  presented the Library Board report. He reported 
the children’s Halloween Movie was held  Oct 7, the Halloween Cake Decorating had 8 entries, scary 
stories on the 21st had 3 children attend. Adult Bingo was held the 19th, Spring Ahead Day Care 
brought 20 children for trick or treat. Children’s Halloween party was held the 30th. Dogs’ nails clip 
and dog chip was held Nov 2. Lego program is coming up on Nov 8. Patrons served for Sept was 147 
Town & 146 Country. Cottrell asked what was found out on the City’s liability insurance for the 
Library, has he has volunteered to change the current lights to LED. Jane checked with Tom at Cray 
Insurance and he reported that State Code states that licensed electricians are required for any live 
electrical hookups in City buildings.  Cray explained that Cottrell is covered under the City’s liability 
insurance for the job/role as Council person, not for electrical work.  His electrical work would be 
covered if he could be hired as an independent contractor and Cottrell had his own liability insurance. 
Cottrell stated that he used to be, but is not currently a licensed electrician. He then asked if Kendall 
could/would change these. Kendall responded that he is hired by the City for maintenance, and 
changing light bulbs and ballasts is maintenance, but removing ballasts for LED changes is more 
involved.  Cottrell stated the LEDs don’t save that much, but the LED bulbs last up to 50,000 hours, 
so don’t have to buy the bulbs as often. Sandy Heisler, Library Board Vice Chair, stated that she just 
wants all building maintenance to be done above board. Mayor stated that City can clarify what 
Kendall can do according to City insurance. Cottrell asked if Kendall did the changes, would the 
Library be charged and Kalstabakken confirmed that Kendall’s time would be charged to Library. 
Cottrell stated if going to cost the Library anything, then to forget it, as no cost savings. 
Community Center Board: presented a pay raise for Kim McKenzie, who cleans. Cottrell motioned to 
accept the Resolution 11052024-1 for a $ .50 raise with Kalstabakken 2nd. All 5 Voted Yes. Motion 
approved for pay rate of $ 15.50 an hour from $ 15.00 an hour to be effective October 14, 2024.  
Park & Rec Board: BJ Fritcher came before Council, representing St Paul’s Lutheran Church. The 
Church discovered they were still listed as owners of the land used by the LS Ball Field. She presented 



687  11/05/2024 Page 2 of 3 
 

that most of the infield is still the Church’s. The Church found a long term lease signed between the 
City and Church back in 1979. The Church is offering the real estate used by the LS Parks for zero 
dollars if the City will pay for surveying, attorney fees and filing the paperwork. The City currently has 
liability insurance coverage on the area. Mayor & BJ will meet at the property and then Mayor will 
contact City Attorney.  
Public Works:  Kendall Fox, Public Works Director, asked if Fire Dept had any decision on City Fuel 
Tanks and Leverson answered that Fire Dept tabled fuel tanks for now. Street Lights on Main, still not 
working.  City is waiting for electrician to obtain a power pole to mount additional light. Kendall asked 
if a light could be put on the Library building. Council asked Kendall to get the 3 unlit lights working 
again for now, by running a separate wire and then check to see if additional lights were needed after 
that. Mayor asked if additional pole could be added in Kitchen Park and Burnikel mentioned that 
there is quite a bit of foundation in that lot. Burnikel stated need to fix these lights so can add the 
Christmas Lights.  Kendall has not approved the building permit for Tammy Tienter’s dog fence, as he 
has questions. Olsgaard was suggested for fixing the blower and the check engine lights for the City 
Truck. Currently the fan doesn’t work at all, so no defroster in the truck. Kendall presented Iowa 
Pump’s quote to rebuild an ABS pump for the Lift Station at Casey’s. Quote is for $ 6,571.22 to repair. 
Council discussed if should get a pump replaced or rebuilt. Kalstabakken motioned to accept the 
quote for repair unless a new pump is under $ 10,000. Leverson 2nd. All 5 Voted Yes. Kendall reported 
the West Well’s casing has a hole and this is causing pump to slow its pump rate per minute. He 
contacted Northway and Upper Iowa Beef to coordinate times when the repairs could be made while 
UIB is at lower water usage needs. He found out that the lab in Waterloo is open weekends and the 
required bacteria samples can be drove there with turn around result time of 18 hours. UIB needs a 
week notice to schedule and City is now waiting for Northway to give their timelines. Northway 
recommended when pulling the pump, to switch the line from 4 inch to 6 inch. Increasing the 6 inch 
will mean increasing the horsepower of the motor. Kalstabakken motioned to increase to 6 inch with 
Burnikel 2nd. Kendall confirmed that he has been working with Drew Weber on these options. All 5 
Voted Yes. Motion approved to switch the line to 6 inch. Kendall to get a quote if a submersion would 
be a better option as changes are made. Kendall ordered cement pad for new generator to be added at 
East Well. $900 estimated for cement, Council felt that gravel was sufficient for propane tank, so 
cement may be less. Burnikel reported already has propane tank ready. The high water alarms are 
now calling for both Lagoon & Lift Station. The alarm order still needs to be changed. Kendall reported 
the current sander needs to be replaced, as is over 10 years old and gears are rusted. Jane reported 
this was discussed last November. Kendall presented 2 quotes of $ 2700 & $3,000 for used ones. 
Leverson stated that City equipment needs to be kept clean and rinsed off when done using. At least 
once a month was suggested. Leverson asked if just lifting up the backend of the City Truck would be 
sufficient and City Employee, Jeff Siegenthaler, said that the bed liner would prevent the sand/salt 
from sliding down as well as no control of spread. Heisler motioned for Kendall to buy a used sander of 
up to $ 3,000. Kalstabakken 2nd. All 5 Voted Yes. Motion approved for Kendall to buy a used sander of 
up to $ 3,000. Jeff S asked Council to consider trading off the current City Bobcat and put money 
towards another truck. The Bobcat is not equipped for Winter driving as no doors, no heat and not big 
enough to haul sticks. Leverson suggested trading off Bobcat and getting another Side by Side instead 
of truck as plastic wears better as it doesn’t rust. Leverson also suggested buying a 12 foot aluminum 
trailer and hooking that up to Side by Side. Trailer could be used for other hauling as well. Cottrell 
asked what about getting an electric vehicle as there may be grants available. Heisler said that a 
pickup would be cheaper than a bigger Side by Side. Leverson went on to say that he didn’t know the 
current Bobcat would be used in Winter anyway when it was bought, more of a Summer vehicle to 
haul weed whippers as easier to get in and out of.  Bobcat was also purchased as a potential 
replacement for Flower Watering vehicle, but it was agreed that it is not heavy enough to haul water. 
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Council did say that if a replacement could be found for less money, then they may consider a pickup. 
Kendall reported Lead & Copper had been submitted with still about 25-30 not responding. Jane 
stated that the next step is to send letters to those that marked lead, galvanized and not responded – 
letters by November 15. It was clarified that lead & copper reporting are the lines even for those that 
are not currently using water, including empty lots. It was reported grants were submitted for both 
Tree Removal and for Water Meter change. The grant status should be known before end of December. 
The changes for the Water Meters are adding the end points so that they can be read electronically 
using the Beacon software. Jane reported the City’s Water Usage Permit was increased to 75 Million 
Gallons per Year from 50 MGY. City received violation notice due to that as of the end of Sept, City was 
at 57 MGY. Even tho the change was done on-line, DNR has to approve the permit, which may take up 
to 45 days, so we continue to be in violation until then. Jane will write letter back to DNR explaining 
increase in in process. Burnikel motioned to renew the annual Public Water Supply Operation Permit 
with Leverson 2nd. All 5 Voted Yes. Mayor signed Public Water Supply Operation Permit. Cottrell asked 
what can be done regarding a house with someone living in, but no water turned on.  Sewer would still 
be operational. Cottrell asked if this needs an ordinance change, this brought up the discussion of 
those in City limits that have their own wells. Ordinance changes can be reviewed later. Resident in 
question will be asked if they continue to live there, that water needs to be turned on.  
DNR & SRF: Drew Weber sent message that he is waiting for DNR to approve the changes of adding 
Miller Street before City can start to take bids for road and bridge project.  
Budget: Council scheduled Budget Work Session for November 19 at 5:30 pm. The entities will be 
asked to present their projects and wish lists. Last year, entities were asked to submit their final 
budgets to Jane by  January 15. Kalstabakken also suggested to do Jane’s & Kendall’s employee 
evaluations at the same meeting.  
Annual Financial Report: Leverson motioned to approve the AFR that was sent for publication 
November 8 with Kalstabakken 2nd. All 5 Voted Yes. AFR approved as submitted.  
Liquor Licenses: Leverson motioned to approve Liquor Licenses for LS Tap & Casey’s with Heisler 2nd. 
All 5 Voted Yes. LS Tap & Casey’s Liquor Licenses approved. 
Pickar & Oulman Tenant Parking on Main Street: Council asked how parking could be enforced 
even if this would be feasible. Main Street is a public street, so request is denied. Cottrell stated that 
parking by clinic makes it hard to see around the corner. This was been discussed before and again 
the enforcement would be hard due to habit, this is a bad corner. 
Howard Co Sheriff request for monetary donations for drug education in the schools: Council 
said that due to unknown if new sheriff is going to continue this as well as not known if City can make 
donation of City Funds for this type of program. Council says no. 
Other:  Kendall gave update on cameras purchased for Tree Dump. Further investigation found that 
these cameras can only be operational with a prepaid cell phone plan of around $ 45-50 per month 
per camera. City purchased 4 cameras. Jane presented a different type of camera that can be used 
instead. Council asked Kendall to try to get cameras to work without a phone plan, as the plans only 
bring the view to one’s own phone. Try to use the cameras similar to a trail cam with taking the SD 
card physically in and out to view. Leverson asked why some trees have white mark on them. These 
trees were marked for the grant, so that like trees could be bid for removal.   
 
Leverson motioned to adjourn with Burnikel 2nd. All 5 Voted Yes.  Meeting adjourned 8:31 pm.  
 
  
    
Rick Kirkpatrick, Mayor Jane Tibbals, City Clerk 
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Fire Dept:  Fire Chief Scott Osmundson, reported 0 calls for October. He reported Devan Gates, new 
firefighter, already has Fire Fighter 1 training. Fire Chief asked Kendall, for clarification of the Fire 
Hydrants’ status on Willard Street. Scott understood that these fire hydrants were not be used. 
Kendall responded that it may depend on time of day when water usage may be lower in the area 
North of Jackson, including Clark & N Miller Streets. Kendall continued that in an emergency, these 
fire hydrants are available, however note that a water main break may happen again in these areas 
due to old water mains, and due to different sizes of  water main pipes. Council requested Kendall to 
get costs of replacing these older and smaller water mains. It was also clarified that these lines are in 
the boulevard and it was estimated on Willard Street of 300 to 400 feet. Casey Sebastian can help 
trace where the water lines are as well as condition of these lines. Drew Weber, City Engineer will be 
contact to help with estimates.  
Library Board:, Eddie Miller, Library Board Chair,  presented the Library Board report. He reported 
the children’s Halloween Movie was held  Oct 7, the Halloween Cake Decorating had 8 entries, scary 
stories on the 21st had 3 children attend. Adult Bingo was held the 19th, Spring Ahead Day Care 
brought 20 children for trick or treat. Children’s Halloween party was held the 30th. Dogs’ nails clip 
and dog chip was held Nov 2. Lego program is coming up on Nov 8. Patrons served for Sept was 147 
Town & 146 Country. Cottrell asked what was found out on the City’s liability insurance for the 
Library, has he has volunteered to change the current lights to LED. Jane checked with Tom at Cray 
Insurance and he reported that State Code states that licensed electricians are required for any live 
electrical hookups in City buildings.  Cray explained that Cottrell is covered under the City’s liability 
insurance for the job/role as Council person, not for electrical work.  His electrical work would be 
covered if he could be hired as an independent contractor and Cottrell had his own liability insurance. 
Cottrell stated that he used to be, but is not currently a licensed electrician. He then asked if Kendall 
could/would change these. Kendall responded that he is hired by the City for maintenance, and 
changing light bulbs and ballasts is maintenance, but removing ballasts for LED changes is more 
involved.  Cottrell stated the LEDs don’t save that much, but the LED bulbs last up to 50,000 hours, 
so don’t have to buy the bulbs as often. Sandy Heisler, Library Board Vice Chair, stated that she just 
wants all building maintenance to be done above board. Mayor stated that City can clarify what 
Kendall can do according to City insurance. Cottrell asked if Kendall did the changes, would the 
Library be charged and Kalstabakken confirmed that Kendall’s time would be charged to Library. 
Cottrell stated if going to cost the Library anything, then to forget it, as no cost savings. 
Community Center Board: presented a pay raise for Kim McKenzie, who cleans. Cottrell motioned to 
accept the Resolution 11052024-1 for a $ .50 raise with Kalstabakken 2nd. All 5 Voted Yes. Motion 
approved for pay rate of $ 15.50 an hour from $ 15.00 an hour to be effective October 14, 2024.  
Park & Rec Board: BJ Fritcher came before Council, representing St Paul’s Lutheran Church. The 
Church discovered they were still listed as owners of the land used by the LS Ball Field. She presented 
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that most of the infield is still the Church’s. The Church found a long term lease signed between the 
City and Church back in 1979. The Church is offering the real estate used by the LS Parks for zero 
dollars if the City will pay for surveying, attorney fees and filing the paperwork. The City currently has 
liability insurance coverage on the area. Mayor & BJ will meet at the property and then Mayor will 
contact City Attorney.  
Public Works:  Kendall Fox, Public Works Director, asked if Fire Dept had any decision on City Fuel 
Tanks and Leverson answered that Fire Dept tabled fuel tanks for now. Street Lights on Main, still not 
working.  City is waiting for electrician to obtain a power pole to mount additional light. Kendall asked 
if a light could be put on the Library building. Council asked Kendall to get the 3 unlit lights working 
again for now, by running a separate wire and then check to see if additional lights were needed after 
that. Mayor asked if additional pole could be added in Kitchen Park and Burnikel mentioned that 
there is quite a bit of foundation in that lot. Burnikel stated need to fix these lights so can add the 
Christmas Lights.  Kendall has not approved the building permit for Tammy Tienter’s dog fence, as he 
has questions. Olsgaard was suggested for fixing the blower and the check engine lights for the City 
Truck. Currently the fan doesn’t work at all, so no defroster in the truck. Kendall presented Iowa 
Pump’s quote to rebuild an ABS pump for the Lift Station at Casey’s. Quote is for $ 6,571.22 to repair. 
Council discussed if should get a pump replaced or rebuilt. Kalstabakken motioned to accept the 
quote for repair unless a new pump is under $ 10,000. Leverson 2nd. All 5 Voted Yes. Kendall reported 
the West Well’s casing has a hole and this is causing pump to slow its pump rate per minute. He 
contacted Northway and Upper Iowa Beef to coordinate times when the repairs could be made while 
UIB is at lower water usage needs. He found out that the lab in Waterloo is open weekends and the 
required bacteria samples can be drove there with turn around result time of 18 hours. UIB needs a 
week notice to schedule and City is now waiting for Northway to give their timelines. Northway 
recommended when pulling the pump, to switch the line from 4 inch to 6 inch. Increasing the 6 inch 
will mean increasing the horsepower of the motor. Kalstabakken motioned to increase to 6 inch with 
Burnikel 2nd. Kendall confirmed that he has been working with Drew Weber on these options. All 5 
Voted Yes. Motion approved to switch the line to 6 inch. Kendall to get a quote if a submersion would 
be a better option as changes are made. Kendall ordered cement pad for new generator to be added at 
East Well. $900 estimated for cement, Council felt that gravel was sufficient for propane tank, so 
cement may be less. Burnikel reported already has propane tank ready. The high water alarms are 
now calling for both Lagoon & Lift Station. The alarm order still needs to be changed. Kendall reported 
the current sander needs to be replaced, as is over 10 years old and gears are rusted. Jane reported 
this was discussed last November. Kendall presented 2 quotes of $ 2700 & $3,000 for used ones. 
Leverson stated that City equipment needs to be kept clean and rinsed off when done using. At least 
once a month was suggested. Leverson asked if just lifting up the backend of the City Truck would be 
sufficient and City Employee, Jeff Siegenthaler, said that the bed liner would prevent the sand/salt 
from sliding down as well as no control of spread. Heisler motioned for Kendall to buy a used sander of 
up to $ 3,000. Kalstabakken 2nd. All 5 Voted Yes. Motion approved for Kendall to buy a used sander of 
up to $ 3,000. Jeff S asked Council to consider trading off the current City Bobcat and put money 
towards another truck. The Bobcat is not equipped for Winter driving as no doors, no heat and not big 
enough to haul sticks. Leverson suggested trading off Bobcat and getting another Side by Side instead 
of truck as plastic wears better as it doesn’t rust. Leverson also suggested buying a 12 foot aluminum 
trailer and hooking that up to Side by Side. Trailer could be used for other hauling as well. Cottrell 
asked what about getting an electric vehicle as there may be grants available. Heisler said that a 
pickup would be cheaper than a bigger Side by Side. Leverson went on to say that he didn’t know the 
current Bobcat would be used in Winter anyway when it was bought, more of a Summer vehicle to 
haul weed whippers as easier to get in and out of.  Bobcat was also purchased as a potential 
replacement for Flower Watering vehicle, but it was agreed that it is not heavy enough to haul water. 
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Council did say that if a replacement could be found for less money, then they may consider a pickup. 
Kendall reported Lead & Copper had been submitted with still about 25-30 not responding. Jane 
stated that the next step is to send letters to those that marked lead, galvanized and not responded – 
letters by November 15. It was clarified that lead & copper reporting are the lines even for those that 
are not currently using water, including empty lots. It was reported grants were submitted for both 
Tree Removal and for Water Meter change. The grant status should be known before end of December. 
The changes for the Water Meters are adding the end points so that they can be read electronically 
using the Beacon software. Jane reported the City’s Water Usage Permit was increased to 75 Million 
Gallons per Year from 50 MGY. City received violation notice due to that as of the end of Sept, City was 
at 57 MGY. Even tho the change was done on-line, DNR has to approve the permit, which may take up 
to 45 days, so we continue to be in violation until then. Jane will write letter back to DNR explaining 
increase in in process. Burnikel motioned to renew the annual Public Water Supply Operation Permit 
with Leverson 2nd. All 5 Voted Yes. Mayor signed Public Water Supply Operation Permit. Cottrell asked 
what can be done regarding a house with someone living in, but no water turned on.  Sewer would still 
be operational. Cottrell asked if this needs an ordinance change, this brought up the discussion of 
those in City limits that have their own wells. Ordinance changes can be reviewed later. Resident in 
question will be asked if they continue to live there, that water needs to be turned on.  
DNR & SRF: Drew Weber sent message that he is waiting for DNR to approve the changes of adding 
Miller Street before City can start to take bids for road and bridge project.  
Budget: Council scheduled Budget Work Session for November 19 at 5:30 pm. The entities will be 
asked to present their projects and wish lists. Last year, entities were asked to submit their final 
budgets to Jane by  January 15. Kalstabakken also suggested to do Jane’s & Kendall’s employee 
evaluations at the same meeting.  
Annual Financial Report: Leverson motioned to approve the AFR that was sent for publication 
November 8 with Kalstabakken 2nd. All 5 Voted Yes. AFR approved as submitted.  
Liquor Licenses: Leverson motioned to approve Liquor Licenses for LS Tap & Casey’s with Heisler 2nd. 
All 5 Voted Yes. LS Tap & Casey’s Liquor Licenses approved. 
Pickar & Oulman Tenant Parking on Main Street: Council asked how parking could be enforced 
even if this would be feasible. Main Street is a public street, so request is denied. Cottrell stated that 
parking by clinic makes it hard to see around the corner. This was been discussed before and again 
the enforcement would be hard due to habit, this is a bad corner. 
Howard Co Sheriff request for monetary donations for drug education in the schools: Council 
said that due to unknown if new sheriff is going to continue this as well as not known if City can make 
donation of City Funds for this type of program. Council says no. 
Other:  Kendall gave update on cameras purchased for Tree Dump. Further investigation found that 
these cameras can only be operational with a prepaid cell phone plan of around $ 45-50 per month 
per camera. City purchased 4 cameras. Jane presented a different type of camera that can be used 
instead. Council asked Kendall to try to get cameras to work without a phone plan, as the plans only 
bring the view to one’s own phone. Try to use the cameras similar to a trail cam with taking the SD 
card physically in and out to view. Leverson asked why some trees have white mark on them. These 
trees were marked for the grant, so that like trees could be bid for removal.   
 
Leverson motioned to adjourn with Burnikel 2nd. All 5 Voted Yes.  Meeting adjourned 8:31 pm.  
 
  
    
Rick Kirkpatrick, Mayor Jane Tibbals, City Clerk 
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Mayor Rick Kirkpatrick called the regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Lime Springs to 
order in the Fire Station as Voting was taking place in the Community Center on November 5, 2024 
6:30 pm.  

Member(s) present:  Jeff Burnikel, Jennifer Kalstabakken, John Heisler, Mike Leverson, Richard 
Cottrell 
City Employees:  Kendall Fox (Public Works Director), Jane Tibbals (City Clerk) 
Visitor(s):   Jill Tibbals, Jeff Siegenthaler,  Scott Osmundson,  Ed Hampe, BJ Fritcher, Sandy Heisler, 
Eddie Miller 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE recited.  
Agenda: Heisler motioned to approve the Agenda, previous month’s minutes, bills & financial reports. 
Kalstabakken 2nd. All 5 voted Yes. The Agenda, October 1 Minutes, Bills & Financial Reports Approved.  
Fire Dept:  Fire Chief Scott Osmundson, reported 0 calls for October. He reported Devan Gates, new 
firefighter, already has Fire Fighter 1 training. Fire Chief asked Kendall, for clarification of the Fire 
Hydrants’ status on Willard Street. Scott understood that these fire hydrants were not be used. 
Kendall responded that it may depend on time of day when water usage may be lower in the area 
North of Jackson, including Clark & N Miller Streets. Kendall continued that in an emergency, these 
fire hydrants are available, however note that a water main break may happen again in these areas 
due to old water mains, and due to different sizes of  water main pipes. Council requested Kendall to 
get costs of replacing these older and smaller water mains. It was also clarified that these lines are in 
the boulevard and it was estimated on Willard Street of 300 to 400 feet. Casey Sebastian can help 
trace where the water lines are as well as condition of these lines. Drew Weber, City Engineer will be 
contact to help with estimates.  
Library Board:, Eddie Miller, Library Board Chair,  presented the Library Board report. He reported 
the children’s Halloween Movie was held  Oct 7, the Halloween Cake Decorating had 8 entries, scary 
stories on the 21st had 3 children attend. Adult Bingo was held the 19th, Spring Ahead Day Care 
brought 20 children for trick or treat. Children’s Halloween party was held the 30th. Dogs’ nails clip 
and dog chip was held Nov 2. Lego program is coming up on Nov 8. Patrons served for Sept was 147 
Town & 146 Country. Cottrell asked what was found out on the City’s liability insurance for the 
Library, has he has volunteered to change the current lights to LED. Jane checked with Tom at Cray 
Insurance and he reported that State Code states that licensed electricians are required for any live 
electrical hookups in City buildings.  Cray explained that Cottrell is covered under the City’s liability 
insurance for the job/role as Council person, not for electrical work.  His electrical work would be 
covered if he could be hired as an independent contractor and Cottrell had his own liability insurance. 
Cottrell stated that he used to be, but is not currently a licensed electrician. He then asked if Kendall 
could/would change these. Kendall responded that he is hired by the City for maintenance, and 
changing light bulbs and ballasts is maintenance, but removing ballasts for LED changes is more 
involved.  Cottrell stated the LEDs don’t save that much, but the LED bulbs last up to 50,000 hours, 
so don’t have to buy the bulbs as often. Sandy Heisler, Library Board Vice Chair, stated that she just 
wants all building maintenance to be done above board. Mayor stated that City can clarify what 
Kendall can do according to City insurance. Cottrell asked if Kendall did the changes, would the 
Library be charged and Kalstabakken confirmed that Kendall’s time would be charged to Library. 
Cottrell stated if going to cost the Library anything, then to forget it, as no cost savings. 
Community Center Board: presented a pay raise for Kim McKenzie, who cleans. Cottrell motioned to 
accept the Resolution 11052024-1 for a $ .50 raise with Kalstabakken 2nd. All 5 Voted Yes. Motion 
approved for pay rate of $ 15.50 an hour from $ 15.00 an hour to be effective October 14, 2024.  
Park & Rec Board: BJ Fritcher came before Council, representing St Paul’s Lutheran Church. The 
Church discovered they were still listed as owners of the land used by the LS Ball Field. She presented 
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that most of the infield is still the Church’s. The Church found a long term lease signed between the 
City and Church back in 1979. The Church is offering the real estate used by the LS Parks for zero 
dollars if the City will pay for surveying, attorney fees and filing the paperwork. The City currently has 
liability insurance coverage on the area. Mayor & BJ will meet at the property and then Mayor will 
contact City Attorney.  
Public Works:  Kendall Fox, Public Works Director, asked if Fire Dept had any decision on City Fuel 
Tanks and Leverson answered that Fire Dept tabled fuel tanks for now. Street Lights on Main, still not 
working.  City is waiting for electrician to obtain a power pole to mount additional light. Kendall asked 
if a light could be put on the Library building. Council asked Kendall to get the 3 unlit lights working 
again for now, by running a separate wire and then check to see if additional lights were needed after 
that. Mayor asked if additional pole could be added in Kitchen Park and Burnikel mentioned that 
there is quite a bit of foundation in that lot. Burnikel stated need to fix these lights so can add the 
Christmas Lights.  Kendall has not approved the building permit for Tammy Tienter’s dog fence, as he 
has questions. Olsgaard was suggested for fixing the blower and the check engine lights for the City 
Truck. Currently the fan doesn’t work at all, so no defroster in the truck. Kendall presented Iowa 
Pump’s quote to rebuild an ABS pump for the Lift Station at Casey’s. Quote is for $ 6,571.22 to repair. 
Council discussed if should get a pump replaced or rebuilt. Kalstabakken motioned to accept the 
quote for repair unless a new pump is under $ 10,000. Leverson 2nd. All 5 Voted Yes. Kendall reported 
the West Well’s casing has a hole and this is causing pump to slow its pump rate per minute. He 
contacted Northway and Upper Iowa Beef to coordinate times when the repairs could be made while 
UIB is at lower water usage needs. He found out that the lab in Waterloo is open weekends and the 
required bacteria samples can be drove there with turn around result time of 18 hours. UIB needs a 
week notice to schedule and City is now waiting for Northway to give their timelines. Northway 
recommended when pulling the pump, to switch the line from 4 inch to 6 inch. Increasing the 6 inch 
will mean increasing the horsepower of the motor. Kalstabakken motioned to increase to 6 inch with 
Burnikel 2nd. Kendall confirmed that he has been working with Drew Weber on these options. All 5 
Voted Yes. Motion approved to switch the line to 6 inch. Kendall to get a quote if a submersion would 
be a better option as changes are made. Kendall ordered cement pad for new generator to be added at 
East Well. $900 estimated for cement, Council felt that gravel was sufficient for propane tank, so 
cement may be less. Burnikel reported already has propane tank ready. The high water alarms are 
now calling for both Lagoon & Lift Station. The alarm order still needs to be changed. Kendall reported 
the current sander needs to be replaced, as is over 10 years old and gears are rusted. Jane reported 
this was discussed last November. Kendall presented 2 quotes of $ 2700 & $3,000 for used ones. 
Leverson stated that City equipment needs to be kept clean and rinsed off when done using. At least 
once a month was suggested. Leverson asked if just lifting up the backend of the City Truck would be 
sufficient and City Employee, Jeff Siegenthaler, said that the bed liner would prevent the sand/salt 
from sliding down as well as no control of spread. Heisler motioned for Kendall to buy a used sander of 
up to $ 3,000. Kalstabakken 2nd. All 5 Voted Yes. Motion approved for Kendall to buy a used sander of 
up to $ 3,000. Jeff S asked Council to consider trading off the current City Bobcat and put money 
towards another truck. The Bobcat is not equipped for Winter driving as no doors, no heat and not big 
enough to haul sticks. Leverson suggested trading off Bobcat and getting another Side by Side instead 
of truck as plastic wears better as it doesn’t rust. Leverson also suggested buying a 12 foot aluminum 
trailer and hooking that up to Side by Side. Trailer could be used for other hauling as well. Cottrell 
asked what about getting an electric vehicle as there may be grants available. Heisler said that a 
pickup would be cheaper than a bigger Side by Side. Leverson went on to say that he didn’t know the 
current Bobcat would be used in Winter anyway when it was bought, more of a Summer vehicle to 
haul weed whippers as easier to get in and out of.  Bobcat was also purchased as a potential 
replacement for Flower Watering vehicle, but it was agreed that it is not heavy enough to haul water. 
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Council did say that if a replacement could be found for less money, then they may consider a pickup. 
Kendall reported Lead & Copper had been submitted with still about 25-30 not responding. Jane 
stated that the next step is to send letters to those that marked lead, galvanized and not responded – 
letters by November 15. It was clarified that lead & copper reporting are the lines even for those that 
are not currently using water, including empty lots. It was reported grants were submitted for both 
Tree Removal and for Water Meter change. The grant status should be known before end of December. 
The changes for the Water Meters are adding the end points so that they can be read electronically 
using the Beacon software. Jane reported the City’s Water Usage Permit was increased to 75 Million 
Gallons per Year from 50 MGY. City received violation notice due to that as of the end of Sept, City was 
at 57 MGY. Even tho the change was done on-line, DNR has to approve the permit, which may take up 
to 45 days, so we continue to be in violation until then. Jane will write letter back to DNR explaining 
increase in in process. Burnikel motioned to renew the annual Public Water Supply Operation Permit 
with Leverson 2nd. All 5 Voted Yes. Mayor signed Public Water Supply Operation Permit. Cottrell asked 
what can be done regarding a house with someone living in, but no water turned on.  Sewer would still 
be operational. Cottrell asked if this needs an ordinance change, this brought up the discussion of 
those in City limits that have their own wells. Ordinance changes can be reviewed later. Resident in 
question will be asked if they continue to live there, that water needs to be turned on.  
DNR & SRF: Drew Weber sent message that he is waiting for DNR to approve the changes of adding 
Miller Street before City can start to take bids for road and bridge project.  
Budget: Council scheduled Budget Work Session for November 19 at 5:30 pm. The entities will be 
asked to present their projects and wish lists. Last year, entities were asked to submit their final 
budgets to Jane by  January 15. Kalstabakken also suggested to do Jane’s & Kendall’s employee 
evaluations at the same meeting.  
Annual Financial Report: Leverson motioned to approve the AFR that was sent for publication 
November 8 with Kalstabakken 2nd. All 5 Voted Yes. AFR approved as submitted.  
Liquor Licenses: Leverson motioned to approve Liquor Licenses for LS Tap & Casey’s with Heisler 2nd. 
All 5 Voted Yes. LS Tap & Casey’s Liquor Licenses approved. 
Pickar & Oulman Tenant Parking on Main Street: Council asked how parking could be enforced 
even if this would be feasible. Main Street is a public street, so request is denied. Cottrell stated that 
parking by clinic makes it hard to see around the corner. This was been discussed before and again 
the enforcement would be hard due to habit, this is a bad corner. 
Howard Co Sheriff request for monetary donations for drug education in the schools: Council 
said that due to unknown if new sheriff is going to continue this as well as not known if City can make 
donation of City Funds for this type of program. Council says no. 
Other:  Kendall gave update on cameras purchased for Tree Dump. Further investigation found that 
these cameras can only be operational with a prepaid cell phone plan of around $ 45-50 per month 
per camera. City purchased 4 cameras. Jane presented a different type of camera that can be used 
instead. Council asked Kendall to try to get cameras to work without a phone plan, as the plans only 
bring the view to one’s own phone. Try to use the cameras similar to a trail cam with taking the SD 
card physically in and out to view. Leverson asked why some trees have white mark on them. These 
trees were marked for the grant, so that like trees could be bid for removal.   
 
Leverson motioned to adjourn with Burnikel 2nd. All 5 Voted Yes.  Meeting adjourned 8:31 pm.  
 
  
    
Rick Kirkpatrick, Mayor Jane Tibbals, City Clerk 


